FACT SHEET
Planned Parenthood of the Heartland
v. Iowa Board of Medicine

ABOUT THE CASE
In August 2014, a trial court upheld an Iowa Board of Medicine ban on “webcam” abortions, a practice in
which women are provided with abortion-inducing drugs without any in-person examination by a licensed
physician. Planned Parenthood of the Heartland appealed the decision to the Iowa Supreme Court.

STATUS AS OF 2015-03-10
Oral arguments will be heard at the Iowa Supreme Court in Des Moines on March 11, 2015.

WHAT IS AT STAKE?
•
•

Whether Planned Parenthood’s bottom line is more important than the health and safety of women
Whether Planned Parenthood and other abortionists will be allowed to bypass in-person examinations of
women for procedures like abortion even though they pose serious health risks.
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ABOUT Alliance Defending Freedom
Alliance Defending Freedom is an alliance-building, non-profit legal organization that advocates for the right
of people to freely live out their faith.

ABOUT Michael J. Norton
Michael J. Norton serves as senior counsel with Alliance Defending Freedom, where he plays an integral role
for the Center for Life. Norton has been practicing law since 1976 and is admitted to the bars of the states of
Colorado and Virginia, as well as Washington, D.C. He is also admitted to federal courts in Colorado and
pro hac vice to federal courts in, among other jurisdictions, Nebraska, the Southern District of Texas, the
Eastern District of Texas, and the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. Before joining Alliance Defending
Freedom in 2011, Norton was a top litigator with the Denver law firm Burns, Figa & Will, P.C. and built a
reputation as a bar leader. He served as U.S. Attorney for Colorado from 1988 to 1993, appointed by
President Ronald Reagan and reappointed by President George H.W. Bush. Norton earned his J.D. from
American University’s Washington College of Law in 1968.
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